Vital reactions in rat skin wounds by quantitation of fibrin.
The fibrin contents in contused skin wounds that were experimentally inflicted on rats were measured by a new method which was based on the determination of solubilized fibrin degradation products (FDP) using a latex agglutination test after plasmin digestion of tissue homogenates. The levels of FDP in ante-mortem wounds began to increase within 10 min after wounding and continued to increase for up to 6 h. The FDP levels in post-mortem wounds remained under the detection limit of the method used and were identical to those of intact tissues. The fibrin contents in the ante-mortem wounds prepared 2 days after death did not differ significantly from those prepared immediately. The results suggest that this method may be applicable to the identification of the vital reaction of the wound.